
TOD Design Guidelines



History
Initial Purpose – Design Guidelines & Standards – What’s Working



History – Initial Purpose

▪ Board direction to UTA Staff for the design 
of TOD

▪ UTA goals for TOD

▪ Qualitative & quantitative criteria for 
creating and evaluating development 
proposals (i.e. Design Review Committee)

▪ General definitions

▪ TOD review processes



History – Design Guidelines & Standards

Connectivity
▪ Block and grid 

structure

▪ Street and 
pedestrian realm 
design

▪ Transit-critical 
infrastructure design

Development Form
▪ Density

▪ Parking Ratios

▪ Building 
Orientation



History – What’s Working

▪ Catalogs design 
concepts

▪ Describes impact 
that development 
form has on 
pedestrian and 
transit experience

▪ Links street and 
architectural design 
with ridership 
generation & 
revenue



TOD Design Guidelines Update
Current TOD Program - Revised Purpose - UDA 
- Stakeholder Workshops - Revised Guidelines



Current TOD Program

TOD Board Policy & Strategic Plan
▪ Regional Analysis > Station area planning > Site Design

SB150: UTA may develop controlled property if city adopts 
station area plan

HB462: Cities must adopt a station area plan in order to 
qualify for STPP funds and HTRZ



Revised Purpose

▪ Provide catalog of TOD concepts for cities 
and stakeholders

▪ Support and reinforce concepts during 
station area planning, to assist with HB462 
efforts

▪ Influence ordinances and master 
development plans within station areas

▪ Produce by-right and planned 
developments that exhibit TOD Principals

▪ Improve infrastructure to enhance 
orientation within station areas



Urban Design Associates (UDA)

▪ Premier urban design firm in the 
United States

▪ Worked with UTA on a variety of 
station area planning projects

▪ Bid on project in December 2021



Stakeholder Workshops

Weaknesses

▪ Current guidelines are too general at 
times, and at times, too specific 

▪ Too much emphasis on density and 
other metric requirements

▪ Commercial uses and services have 
lagged behind residential development 

▪ Too many suburban areas are reluctant 
to give up the Park & Ride model 

Opportunities

▪ Align vision for TOD between UTA, 
municipalities, and other stakeholders

▪ Develop frameworks that support future 
densities that may be ahead of the 
market

▪ Encourage municipalities to create 
transit-oriented districts within station 
areas

▪ Create a sense of place at each station

▪ Clearly communicate design concepts 
with the development community 
during planned and by-right 
development



Revised Guidelines

Station Access

▪ Streetscapes

▪ Multimodal Functionality

▪ Pedestrian Realm

▪ Bike & Multiuse Paths 

▪ Transit-Critical Infrastructure

▪ Catchment Areas & Sheds

▪ Mobility Options (TDM)

▪ Addressing & Reducing 
Parking Demand

Land Use

▪ Intensity 

▪ Mixed-Use

▪ Architectural Form

▪ Orientation

▪ Placemaking

▪ Redevelopment 
Strategies

▪ Affordable Housing



Questions?


