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IIJA Support for New Intercity Passenger Rail Routes

▪ Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) – On November 15, 2021, President Biden 
signed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, also known as the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL), to support transportation and infrastructure projects (up to $102B 
available)

▪ Corridor Identification and Development – a new Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
program included in the IIJA to identify and prioritize new and enhanced corridor routes in 
America

▪ Federal Grants – new DOT grants that provide capital, operating, & administrative support

▪ Improvements to the state-Amtrak partnerships – will provide more transparency and 
predictability for states

▪ IIJA is structured to strengthen and expand state-Amtrak partnerships, and the robust funding 
will allow for unprecedented growth of passenger rail
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Intercity Rail 
provides long 
distance service

▪ Connects city centers at least 30 miles apart

▪ Trains are less frequent but higher capacity

▪ Competes with air travel

Agenda Item 9.b.



IIJA Funding
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Amtrak 1991
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Desert Wind and Pioneer Routes
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2022 Amtrak System Map
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Existing Network vs. Population
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FRA Corridor Identification and Development Program

▪ Corridor ID creates a foundational framework for identifying and developing new or improved 
intercity passenger rail services  
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Pioneer Corridor (Boise to SLC) 

▪ This project will restore a key segment of Amtrak’s 
former Pioneer Line between two of the fastest-
growing cities in the U.S., located in the two fastest-
growing states in the U.S., while serving rural and 
disadvantaged communities in the Mountain West 
that currently lack access to the intercity rail network 
or many other transportation options

▪ The Idaho Transportation Department, in partnership 
with the City of Boise, UDOT, and UTA, submitted the 
application 
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Desert Wind Corridor (SLC to Las 
Vegas) 

▪ The proposed Desert Wind (SLC to Las Vegas) 
service restoration parallels the I-15 corridor 
between Las Vegas and Salt Lake City

▪ This service would connect some of the Nation’s 
fastest-growing regions in Utah and Nevada

▪ The need for multi-modal connections between 
Las Vegas and Salt Lake City has been highlighted 
in previous studies

▪ Through the Corridor ID program, the proposed 
service would be evaluated further to refine the 
alignment, stations, and operational characteristics

▪ UDOT, in partnership with UTA and the Nevada 
Department of Transportation, submitted the 
application 

Agenda Item 9.b.



Next Steps

▪ FRA is anticipated to select projects for inclusion for the 
Corridor ID program in November 

▪ Projects advanced forward will begin step 1 of the program  

▪ UTA is working with the project partners to develop a strategy 
for next steps 

▪ Continued coordination on FRA’s Amtrak Daily Long-Distance 
Service Study
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Questions?
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